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ABSTRACT 
The present study examines the factors involved in the choice made when one of the 
three transitive-verb nominalisation forms is used. (These can be exemplified by the 
introduction of a new tax, the introducing of a new tax, and introducing a new tax.) 
Forms of -tion/-ment/etc.+of+O, -ing+of+O and -ing+O where nouns derive from 
the same verb are extracted from the LOB corpus. Factors involved in the choice of the 
form are considered and examples classified accordingly. The results obtained indicate 
that besides aspectual difference and 'action'/ 'result' differences in the derivative nouns, 
other factors are also involved, concerned with phrase structure, discourse structure, and 
grammatical functions of the nominalised form. 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
It is, in general, difficult to pinpoint the factors which determine the selection of one 
form from the possibilities available, and this is true of the following three forms of 
transitive verb nominalisation : 
(a) -tion/-ment/etc.*+of+O** (e. g. the introduction of a new tax) 
*derivative nouns except for nouns with an -ing suffix 
**'0' refers to a phrase functioning as 'object' in the equivalent verbal construction. 
(b) -ing+of+O (e. g. the introducing of a new tax) 
(c) -ing+O (e. g. introducing a new tax) 
One of the factors can be an aspectual difference between forms (a) and (b). Quirk 
et al. (1985, p. 1551), comparing (a) His exploration of the mountain took/will take three 
weeks and (b) His exploring of the mountain is taking a long time, say that the former 
entails a conception of the action as a whole event including its completion whereas (b) 
does not necessarily do so. However, the aspectual difference is not so clear in the 
following 1l: (a) He recommended the introduction of a new tax. (b) He recommended the 
introducing of a new tax. (c) He recommended introducing a new tax. 
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If three nominalised forms show no significant difference of meamng on the 
morpho-syntactic level, discoursal factors may influence the selection of a particular form. 
It can also be assumed that not all the forms are used with equal frequency. Analysis of 
a corpus (compiled from a large number of texts of various 'genres') is a useful way of 
investigating this. Results obtained in my previous corpus analyses (1994a, 1994b) show 
that form (b) -ing+of +0 is less frequently used than the other two formll, and that the 
use of form (b) in the case where other derivative nouns exist as an alternative makes up 
less than one-tenth of the total examples of this form. 
In an attempt to reach a clearer view of the factors affecting the choice of a form, 
the present paper classifies examples of form (b) where other derivative nouns exist, and 
offers comparisons with forms (a) and (c) in which nominalised forms derive from the 
same verb as form (b). Examples are taken from the LOB corpus, and terminology 
follows Quirk et al. (1985). 
2.0 ANALYSIS 
In my previous study (1994b) analysis was made of the LOB and London-Lund 
corpora31 , consisting of 1,435,000 words. A total of 514 instances of form (b) -ing+of+04l 
occur in the texts (see Table 1), comprised of -ing derivative nouns which have no other 
derivative noun forms (e. g. the making of crochet lace [EOl 94]) and also those which 
have other derivative noun forms 51 (e. g. the characterizing of different types of rocks by 
distinctive fossils [102 38]). Out of 514 instances of the -ing+of+O form, 45 instances 
occur in which the -ing derivative noun has another derivative noun form. The 45 -ing 
derivative nouns are : signing (2), shooting (3), planting (2), vacating, weighing, freeing, 
breaking, blocking, tensing, inviting, characterizing, anointing, closing (6), re-arranging, 
settling (2). recruiting, mocking, compiling, severing, placing (3), continuing, treating, 
passing (4), tgnonng, . . . . mzmmzsmg, prescribing, linking, examzmng, popularizing, 
multiplying (number of instances when more than one is given in parentheses). 
For the present study, the following derivative nouns, nominalised from the same verb 
as the 45 instances, were taken from the complete texts of the LOB corpus. and form (a) 
-tion/-ment/etc.+of+O of the derivative nouns extracted6l: signature, shot, plantation, 
vacation, weight, freedom, breakage, blockade, tension, invitation, characterization/ 
characterisation, anointment, closure, re-arrangement, settlement, recruitment, mockery, 
compilation, severance, placement, continuation/ continuance, treatment, passage, 
zgnorance, minimisation/minimization, prescription, linkage, examination, popular-
izationjpopularisation, multiplication/multiplicity. In addition, instances of form (c) 
-ing+O having the same -ing form as the 45 examples were also extracted. 
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Table 1 Occurrences of -ing of+O in LOB & LLC according to Genres 
Text Categories/Genres Total Number Occurrences of 
of words -ing of+O 
A. Press reportage 88,000 28/0.318 
B. Press editorial 54,000 15/0.27R 
C. Press reviews 34,000 15/0.441 
D. Religion 34,000 30/0.882 
E. Skills, trades & hobbies 76,000 64/0.842 
F. Popular lore 88,000 35/0.397 
G. Belles lettres, biography, essays 154,000 79/0.513 
H. Miscellaneous (Government documents, etc.) 60,000 52/0.866 
J. Learned & scientific writing 160,000 110/0.688 
K. General fiction 58,000 5/0.086 
L. Mystery & detective fiction 48,000 5/0.104 
M. Science fiction 12,000 3/0.250 
N. Adventure & western fiction 58,000 2/0.034 
P. Romance & love story 58,000 4/0.069 
R. Humour 18,000 4/0.222 
Face to face conversation (S 1-5) 260,000 40/0.154 
Interview (S6) 30,000 3/0.100 
Telephone conversation (S7-9) 50,000 6/0.120 
Broadcast (S 10) 40,000 4/0.100 
Spontaneous speech (S 11) 25,000 4/0.160 
Prepared speech (S 12) 30,000 6/0.200 
Total 1,435,000 514/0.358 
values after/: occurrences per 1,000 words 
** Genres from A toR belong to the WB corpus, and the other genres belong to the 
London-Lund corpus (LLC). 
Frequencies of the three target forms are calculated according to grammatical 
functions (subject, object, complement, prepositional object). 
3.0 RESULTS 
Quantitative analysis shows infrequent use of form (b) -ing+of+O and the rare use 
of the form where the -ing derivative noun has another derivative noun. This indicates 
that form (b) is marked whereas forms (a) -tion/-ment/etc. +of +0 and (c) -ing+O are 
unmarked. The reasons for the selection of form (b) are considered by comparing 
examples extracted from the corpus. Based on this, classification into four major 
categories is proposed, along the lines suggested below. 
3.1 (b) -ing+of+O vs (a) -tion/-ment/etc.+of+O 
3.1.1 action vs result 
When form (a) denotes 'result' rather than 'action', form (b) IS used. Instead of 
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'action', Abney (1983, p. 115) uses the term 'process'7l. The term 'result' in the present 
paper denotes the consequence of the action, whether it is 'object', 'state' or 'emotion'. 
The category proposed here consists of cases where the -ing derivative noun cannot be 
replaced by the other derivative noun without losing the sense of 'action'. For example, a 
marked contrast can be seen in planting/plantation, and linking/linkage. 
( 1 )(b) No doubt many readers with new gardens will be considering the planting of 
hedges. (E08 78] 
( 2 )(b) The preparation for the planting of trees, shrubs and roses should always be 
thorough because these are permanent plants which cannot be disturbed once they 
are in. [E08 89] 
( 3 )(a) The tractor, its fare-paying passenger perched precariously behind the driver, roared 
along the country highway at full throttle, and after about a mile swung into a 
small plantation of fir trees. (L03 171] 
( 4 )(a) All that had survived of the little garden was a rank plantation of rhubarb, ... 
[L09 1 08] 
( 5 )(b) Another interesting point of comparison lies in the linking of sleep with the idea 
of Death's kingdom. []62 169] 
( 6 )(a) Similarly the extrusion of sodium m the terminal ganglion was reduced in the 
potassium-free solution, demonstrating a linkage of potassium influx with sodium 
efflux. (]12 25] 
Other -ing derivative nouns which should be included in this category are: weighing, 
vacating, blocking, breaking and shooting, with which instances of form (a) were not 
found. With regard to shooting and shot, there were no instances of shot followed by of-
prepositional phrase found in the LOB corpus, although the noun shot appeared 30 times. 
( 7 )(b) Steelyards, based on the principle of the uneven-armed balance used by the 
Romans and still known by their name, were in common use, for they permitted the 
weighing of heavy loads without a large number of loose weights. [F09 72] 
( 8 )(b) But the vacating of the cruiser crown by Erich Schoeppner has left the door 
open for Wemhoener or his 30-year-old opponent Helmut Ball to annex the national 
title. [E17 202] 
( 9 )(b) It was the scene, too, of that scandalous episode m our history: the events which 
led to the shooting of Admiral Byng. [E21 144] 
(lO)(b) As long as he felt compelled to look into the shooting of the Sheriff, he might as 
well visit the victim's late home. [N07 85] 
Ignoring can also be classified into this category smce the replacement of ignoring 
by ignorance is impossible. The difference lies not only in 'action' and 'result/state' but 
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also in semantic content - 'refusing to pay attention to' and 'lack of knowledge'. 
(ll)(b) Certainly not of any claim to a superficial unity based on the ignoring or 
minimising of important, and at times fundamental differences between members 
of the various Churches and traditions represented in the Assembly. [G66 81] 
(12)(a) When news from the Continent took days, from America weeks, from the Far East, 
months, even a Prime Minister could go to sleep in blissful ignorance of what 
might be happening at the other end of England, whereas today, everybody, let 
alone the Prime Minister, knows of happenings the other side of the world, within 
minutes of their taking place. [D06 113] 
3.1.2 'action' vs 'action' and 'result' 
In the following pair, both the -ing derivative noun and the other derivative noun 
imply 'action' and the of-prepositional phrase functions as object in the equivalent verbal 
structure. With the -ing derivative noun, however, more emphasis is placed on 'action' or 
'moving state' than with the other derivative noun. On the other hand, the derivative 
noun with a -tion/-ment/etc. suffix puts more emphasis on 'result' or 'the whole event'. 
(13)(b) ... It might therefore be said that his lapse in regarding fossils as sports of nature 
is here offset by his penetration as to their possible use. It would certainly be 
possible to use a tool of which the true nature was unknown, if, empirically, it had 
been found to serve a useful purpose. But to credit Lister with the first 
formulation of the basic principle of stratigraphy, as has been claimed, would be to 
bestow credit falsely. I think Lister had in mind merely the characterizing of 
different types of rocks by distinctive fossils. [102 38] 
(14)(a) The comedy here arises from the characterisation of the non-human 
protagonist as it lectures the men on their patriotic duty, offers them food that 
looks like clay but smells like machine oil, and when they refuse it, threatens them 
with brain surgery. [G36 169] 
This difference may well be regarded as aspectual difference. In example (14), 'the 
characterisation of the non-human protagonist' entails the suggestion that the action of 
characterising is completed, whereas in example (13), it can be understood from the 
context that the author intends to focus on a 'process of action' rather than a 'completed 
action'. 
In the following examples, it can be assumed that -ing derivative nouns are used so 
as to put more emphasis on 'action'. 
(15)(b) ... and I suddenly found myself with a number of cancelled appointments. My 
secretary managed some re-arranging of the remaining ones and - well- here I 
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am. [L16 62] 
(16)(b) Half of the booklet issued for the personal diaries IS used for the compiling of a 
dictionary. [E24 183] 
(17)(b) So I had the ridiculous task of spreading my men - about 120 of them - along a 
nine-mile line. The RAF men supervised my placing of them and apparently 
approved. [G23 172] 
(18)(b) ... that Lawrence's own ungrateful mocking of those who had helped him was 
only to be expected in a great artist. [C12 158] 
3.1.3 of+O or of+S (function of of-prepositional object) 
There are some pairs in which the -ing derivative noun tends to take the of-
prepositional phrase of verb-object relationship and the other derivative noun tends to take 
the of-prepositional phrase of verb-subject relationship. 
(19)(b) ... so far as they affect the passing of consecutive sentences by magistrates' 
courts, ... [H14 212] 
(20)(a) ... after the passage of sixteen years since the end of the war. [H05 135] 
(21)(b) However, for the present, this first Canadian Eskimo magazine is a wonderful 
accomplishment. To the continuing of it, the Department of Northern Affairs is 
sparing no effort or expense. And, by airplane, boat and dog-team, across a half 
million square miles, this Quarterly reaches 3,500 non-paying subscribers, . . . [F36 
82] 
(22)(a) Machine Tools are a pre-requisite for the majority of the goods and services m 
demand by countries developing basic, primary and secondary industries, just as 
much as they are an essential to ensure a continuation of the rising standard of 
living proclaimed by Western Governments to be one of their main concerns. [H28 
123] 
(23)(b) Chinese support takes the form of secret money subsidies, and the inviting of 
Somali dissidents to Peking. [A20 11 0] 
(24)(a) . . . and on the invitation of American General Maxwell Taylor, brilliant 
commander of that crack IOlst U.S. Airborne Division, I visited Berchtesgaden. 
[G05 55] 
(25)(b) We therefore had to consider: (I) whether any new advice could be brought 
effectively to the notice of doctors and dentists ; . . . (III) whether any action was 
necessary to prevent the unjustifiable prescribing of dangerous drugs by some 
doctors ; . . . [H02 187] 
(26)(a) As an interim and urgent measure, the Secretary of State for the Home 
-100-
Department, on the recommendation of the Poisons Board, has made Rules under 
which certain substances having an action on the central nervous system are 
included in a new list of substances which may be sold by retail only on the 
prescription of a duly qualified medical practitioner, registered dentist, 
registered veterinary surgeon or registered veterinary practitioner. [H02 62] 
3.1.4 rhetoric, discourse and register 
There are some factors other than morpho-syntactic features involved in the selection 
of form (b) -ing+of +0. For rhetorical effect, form (b) is used in making a parallel 
construction in the following examples : 
(27) I think that in the broadening of education and the popularizing of education there 
is this danger that more can mean worse ... [LLC S.5.7 5980] 
The parallel construction can also be seen in example (11) : 
... a superficial unity based on the ignoring or minimising of important, and at times 
fundamental differences ... 
The following use may be explained in terms of register. In the case of the 
nominalised forms of examine, form (a) using examination appears 25 times whereas form 
(b) using examining occurs only once. The only example was found in the London-Lund 
corpus (LLC), consisting of spoken English texts (representing spoken register). 
(28) ... you can see a wonderful example of inheritance of eye colour within these portraits 
because your brown and non-brown eyes are inherited and from the sheer examining 
of this genealogical table in paint you can deduce a number of Mendel's principles. 
[LLC S5.2 8840] 
3.1.5. familiarity of the derivative nouns 
In case of closing and closure, the former appeared six times and the latter twice. 
This may indicate that closure is a marked form, and closing is unmarked. 
(29)(b) ... the society maintained that all details concerning the closing of the Caldon 
Branch of the Trent and Mersey Canal were worked out years ago ... [A29 150] 
(30)(b) The closing of a fourth footpath, connecting Old Station Road with Church Lane, 
Bickenhill, is being opposed by the local parish council and the Ramblers' 
Association. [A27 21 0] 
(31)(b) The substitution of 'Good evening' for the usual 'Good morning' in verse 1 resulted 
from the closing of the village school, . . . [F37 125] 
(32)(b) ... the closing of the shutter starts the machine [H06 206] 
(33)(a) ... and Ips tones Parish Council were unanimously opposed to the proposed closure 
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of the canal. [A29 157] 
(34)(a) Renovation, which entailed closure of the river to traffic, ... [E27 24] 
With regard to severing/ severance and anointing/ anointment pairs, no examples of 
severance and anointment are available in the corpus. It might be said that since these 
two forms are not often used the -ing derivative nouns are selected. 
(35)(b) This Conference urges upon the National Executive Committee that no useful 
purpose would be served by the severing of Middlesex Parties from the London 
Labour Party. [Fl6 42] 
(36)(b) As an artist she has learned a considerable amount from clay modelling, which she 
has exhibited as well as paintings including one of the anointing of the Queen 
Mother, then Queen, at the coronation of George VI at the Royal Academy. [C15 
154] 
3.2 (b) -ing+of+O vs (c) -ing+O 
Table 2 and Fig.1 show the frequency for forms (a) (b) and (c) according to 
grammatical functions. In a previous quantitative analysis (1994a)8l it was found that form 
(c) -ing+O functions as subject, object and complement far less frequently than form (b). 
The results obtained from the present analysis are in agreement with the earlier study. It 
can be said that the choice of the form is affected by grammatical functions of 
nominalised form in a sentence. The two examples of form (c) functioning as subject and 
the only example of form (c) functioning as object are: 
(37) Manufacturing the block and planting it is very little more trouble than normal 
potting, and a superior plant, which transplants more easily, is produced. [E07 167] 
(38) They feel that it's very old-fashioned - shooting down mobs of natives. [K03 176] 
(39) ... that more of the watering is done through a rose to avoid breaking the blocks 
with a spout of water. [E07 158] 
4.0 DISCUSSION 
4.1 quantitative and qualitative results 
Visser (1966, p. 1124) claims : 
It should be borne m mind that, unless the aspect of duration has to be 
expressed, constructions of the type 'the loss of', 'the improvement of', 'the realisation 
of', ... are nowadays preferred to constructions of the type 'the losing of', 'the 
improving of', 'the realising of'. Yet, quite a number of forms in -ing do not have 
similar nouns as counterparts. 
The quantitative results support the above claim on the preference of constructions. 
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Table 2 Grammatical Functions 
-tion/menVetc• +of+O -ing+of+O -ing+O 
s 0 c PO s 0 c PO s 0 
inviting/invitation 1 
examining/examination 9 1 2 13 1 
characterizing/characterization 1 1 1 
treating/treatment 2 2 17 1 1 
settling/settlement 1 1 3 1 
closing/closure 1 1 3 3 
prescribing/prescription 1 
re-arranging/re-arrangement 1 1 
passing/passage 1 1 2 
compiling/pompilation 1 1 
placing/placement 1 2 
continuing/continuation 1 
recruiting/recruitment 2 2 1 
popularisinglpopularisation 1 1 
minimising/minimisation 1 
signing/signature 1 1 
planting/plantation 1 1 1 
weighing/weight 1 
ignoring/ignorance 3 3 1 
blocking/blockade 1 
vacating/vacation 1 
freeing/freedom 1 1 
breaking/breakage 1 2 
tensing/tension 1 
mocking/mockery 1 
multiplying/multiplicaton 1 1 
linking/linkage 1 1 
shoot/shot 1 2 (1) 
anointing/anointment 1 
sever/severance 1 
TOTAL 14 12 3 43 10 9 1 25 2 1 
% 19.4 16.7 4.2 59.7 22.2 20.0 2.2 55.6 3.3 1.6 
Note: 'S' 'O"C'and 'PO' refer to grammatical functions of the nominalised forms: Subject, Object, 
Complement and Prepositional Object, respectively . 
• s 
I!;) 0 Fig. 1 Function 
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c 
!ll 
e b 
0 
~lot 
a 
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58 
95.1 
However, the qualitative study has shown that the selection of the form represented by 
'the improvement of' instead of 'the improving of' is not necessarily made only because of 
aspectual difference : other factors, such as rhetoric and register, are also involved. 
4.2 Collocation 
The distinction of between 'action' and 'result' may correlate with the use of the 
definite article. Nominals denoting 'action' are preceded by the, whereas those denoting 
'result' by a in the examples (1 )-(6). However, 'action' nominals are sometimes preceded 
by the indefinite article, indicating an action which might happen again: 
(40)(b) In this we can employ indicators such as the way the ears are used as well as the 
animal's moments of alertness, usually with a tensing of the muscles. [F40 55] 
(4l)(b) ... by (1) releasing Mr. Kenyatta as soon as possible in the hope that this will 
strengthen the Government now in office and lead to a settling of present African 
unrest and ... [Bll 140] 
These examples do not accord with Grimshaw's claim (1992): 
The indefinite determiner and the numeral one occur only with result nominals; 
(p. 54) 
Apart from a few lexicalized cases (handwriting, for example), gerundive 
nominals pattern perfectly as complex event nominals. They allow only the definite 
determiner, ... (p. 56) 
The use of nominalised forms (a) and (b) may have some relationship with the mam 
verb of a sentence. Grimshaw (1992, p. 55) argues that process nominals do not occur 
predicatively or even with equational be, while result nominals do. The following example 
supports his claim. 
(42)(a) The culmination of 4 !.§ the compilation, for the first time, of the complete table 
of characters of ¥ 15G, and Frame uses this table to suggest possible degrees for 
permutation representations. [121 9] 
In example (4) a rank plantation of rhubarb 1s understood as result/a concrete object 
because this phrase appears after main verb be. 
The collocation of derivative nouns with adjectives does not necessarily accord with 
the sense of incompleteness conveyed by -ing derivative nouns and completeness by other 
derivative nouns, as is shown in the examples below. 
(43)(b) The Wear Shipbuilders' Association considers that full recruiting of apprentices 
should be resumed immediately if the best interests of the industry, the union and 
the boys are to be served. [Bl8 98] 
(44)(a) For yesterday it was announced that ex-General Raoul Salan has ordered a 
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progressive recruitment of the whole of the European male population in 
Algeria for the illegal OAS army, of which he is the leader. [B17 121] 
In the following pair, both forms (a) and (b) imply 'action'. However, the replacement 
of the -ing derivative noun by the other derivative noun would be dubious because of the 
existence of a time adverbial 'by a year or two'. 
(45)(b) Five years ago (in 1956) Tunisia became independent - thus anticipating the 
freeing of Cyprus by a year or two. [FlO 163] 
(46)(a) All talk of abandoning Ceuta in exchange for the freedom of his youngest 
brother, Dom Fernando (who had been held as a prisoner by the Moors since a 
disastrous attack on Tangier in 1437), was dropped, and Dam Pedro actively backed 
the voyages of discovery and the colonization of the Atlantic islands. [158 142] 
On the other hand, a time adverbial, 'today', makes the suggestion of 'action' clearer, 
as is shown in example (48). 
(47)(b) British and Free French forces entered the Lebanon and there was fighting and 
confusion until the signing of the Convention of Acre on July 14th, 1941. [E 
09 61] 
(48)(a) In the course of the negotiations between the Government of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of Denmark, which 
resulted in the signature today of a Trade Agreement, you indicated that you 
would be grateful for an assurance from the Government of the United Kingdom 
that the agreement concerning arrangements respecting the expiration of the 
long-term agreement for the purchase of bacon, as set out in the Agreed Minute 
and Exchange of Letters of the 27th of February, 1956, is still valid. [H14 106] 
Larger data will be necessary for a clearer understanding of the collocations between 
derivative nouns and other words. 
5.0 CONCLUSION 
The above analysis indicates that the nominalisation -ing+of + 0 (e. g. the introducing 
of a new tax) is a marked form, (except for the closing of). Form (b) -ing+of+O (e. g. 
the introducing of a new tax) is used: (1) when the equivalent noun with a -tion/ment/ 
etc. suffix (e. g. introduction) does not denote 'action', (2) to focus on 'action' rather than 
'result' (i.e. aspectual difference), (3) in accordance with the tendency of -ing derivative 
nouns to take an of-prepositional phrase of verb-object relationship and of nouns with the 
other suffixes to take that of verb-subject relationship, (4) for discoursal reasons. The 
familiarity of the derivative nouns and collocation may also have some bearing on the 
selection of the form. The grammatical function of a nominalised form in a sentence is an 
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important factor in the selection of form (c) -ing+O (introducing a new tax). 
A corpus (a collection of machine-readable texts) is helpful for undertaking an 
inductive study based on the analysis of English actually used. Numerical data and 
examples in context are made available. However, the acceptability of a form which does 
not exist in the corpus is difficult to judge. To make up for this shortcoming, extensive 
research by the use of questionnaires, for example, may be useful for arriving at detailed 
classification of categories concerning the selection of -ing+of +0. 
NOTES 
I wish to acknowledge the financial support of Tezukayama College in the data analysis for this 
paper. I am grateful to Professor Rodney Dunham of Tezukayama College who answered my 
questions about the examples. I would like to thank Professor Edward Costigan of Osaka 
Cniversity for correcting my English. All remaining errors are, of course, mine. 
1) Quirk et a!. (1985, p. 1189) maintain that the meaning of 'He recommended introducing a wealth 
tax,' is equivalent to that of 'He recommended the introduction of a wealth tax.' Informants 
indicate that 'He recommended the introducing of a wealth tax,' has the same meaning. 
2) In the texts of 446,000 words, 810 instances of form (a) -tion/-ment/etc.+o/+0, 160 instances 
of form (b) -ing+of+O, and 1,229 instances of form (c) -ing+O were found. (Umesaki, 1994a, 
p. 89) 
3) The LOB and London--Lund corpora are compiled of written and spoken British English texts, 
respectively. As for the structure of the corpora, see the following tables. 
4) In extracting form (b). examples in which of-prepositional phrase has a verb-object relationship 
were extracted, and examples such as the building of historic interest were not counted. 
There are some marginal cases. One of them is a feeling of anger, which was not included in 
the number of occurrences. 
Table LOB Corpus 
Nos. of Texts 
Genres (2,000 words 
per text) 
A Press : reportage 44 
B Press : editorial 27 
c Press : reviews 17 
D Religion 17 
Informative E Skills, trades and hobbies 38 
Prose F Popular lore 44 
G Belles lettres, biography, essays 77 
H Miscellaneous 30 
(government documents, industry reports, etc.) 
J Learned and scientific writings 80 
K General fiction 29 
L Mystery and detective fiction 24 
Imaginative M Science fiction 6 
Prose N Adventure and western fiction 29 
p Romance and love story 29 
R Humour 9 
Total 500 
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Biber's 
Classification 
Face to face 
conversations 
Face to face 
conversations 
Interviews* 
Interviews* 
Telephone 
conversations 
" 
" Broadcasts 
Spontaneous 
speeches 
Prepared speeches 
Table London-Lund Corpus 
Nos of Texts 
(5000 words 
per text) 
Classification in London-Lund Corpus 
S. 1 
**S. 2 
S. 3 
**S. 4 
*S. 5 (1-7) 
(8-11) 
*S.6 
S. 7 
S. 8 
S. 9 
S. 10 
S. II 
S. 12 
14 conversations between intimates and distants, surreptitious 
14 
6 
, 
,, 
7 conversations between intimates and equals, wholly non-surrep-
titious or composite 
7 public conversations between equals, non-surreptitious 
4 private conversations between equals, non--surreptitious 
6 conversations between disparates, non-surreptitious 
3 telephone conversations between personal friends, surreptitious 
4 telephone conversations between business associates, surreptitious 
3 telephone conversations between disparates, surrepitious 
8 spontaneous commentary 
5 spontaneous oration 
6 prepared but unscripted oration 
Total 87 
*Bilber (1988, pp. 209-210, 264-269) classifies S. 5 (1-7) and S. 6 (excluding S. 6 (2) and S. 6 (4b)) 
into one group, "Public conversations, debates, interviews," represented by the term "Interviews." 
**S. 2 and S. 4 are not used for his analysis. 
5 ) These derivative forms include nouns like shot in which root forms are changed. 
6) The computer used was the NEC PC9801. The program for searching the target words and 
storing data was VZ Version 1.0, copyright Village Center. 
7) Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (1987) defines nominalised words such as 
invitation as 'the act of inviting'. 
Occurrences of forms according to functions 
(al) (a2) (b) 
-tion+of+O Vroot+of+O -ing+of+O 
Subject 209(25.8%) 56(23.1%) 41(25.6%) 
Object 158(19.5%) 52(21.5%) 33(20.6%) 
Complement 51( 6.3%) 28(11.6%) 7( 4.4%) 
Adverbial** 317(39.1 %) 86(35.5%) 54(33.8%) 
Postmodifer** 75( 9.3%) 20( 8.3%) 25(15.6%) 
Total 810(100%) 242(100%) 160(100%) 
*Extraposition **as prepositional phrases 
• s 
E;l O+C 
0 A 
0 M 
j 
(c) 
(b) 
(a2) 
(at) 
Function 
(%) 
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(c) 
-ing+O 
12(1.0%) + 9(0. 7%)* 
114( 9.3%) 
2( 0.2%) 
778(63.3%) 
314(25.5%) 
1229(100%) 
Total 
327 
357 
88 
1235 
434 
2441 
8 ) See the table and figure on the previous page. 
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